
§ 16.23 How long an appeal takes. 

The Board has established general goals for its consideration of cases, as follows (measured from

the point when the Board receives the first submission after the notice of appeal):

—For regular review based on a written record under § 16.8, 6 months. When a conference under

§ 16.10 is held, the goal remains at 6 months, unless a requirement for post-conference briefing in

a particular case renders the goal unrealistic. —For cases involving a hearing under § 16.11, 9

months. —For the expedited process under § 16.12, 3 months. 

These are goals, not rigid requirements. The paramount concern of the Board is to take the time

needed to review a record fairly and adequately in order to produce a sound decision.

Furthermore, many factors are beyond the Board's direct control, such as unforeseen delays due

to the parties' negotiations or requests for extensions, how many cases are filed, and Board

resources. On the other hand, the parties may agree to steps which may shorten review by the

Board; for example, by waiving the right to submit a brief, by agreeing to shorten submission

schedules, or by electing the expedited process.


